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and to France, and highly thought of by those to whom he
was thus sent; and none were more acute judges of character
and ability than Doge Francesco Foscari, Duke Francesco
Sforza of Milan, and King Louis XI of France. Moreover, in
connection with these embassies the character and ability of
Piero il Gottoso have received a very unique testimony, one
borne to this day by the Medici coat-of-arms. For so high
an opinion did Louis XI form of Piero's abilities that he con-
ferred on-him, on his becoming head of-the family, the very
special honour of permission to stamp the lilies of France on
one of the balls of the Medici arms, that ball being coloured
blue for this purpose. And from this time forward the Medici
arms have one blue ball with the French lily (quite different
in shape from the Florentine lilyl) upon it; which thus re-
mains a permanent record of the high estimation gained, in a
country outside his own, by Piero il Gottoso.

We do not find that his constant ill health soured Piero's
disposition; in every act of his life he showed a disposition the
reverse of an ill-tempered one, even though his conduct of
business and public affairs had more often than not to be
performed from a sick man's couch; while various writers
mention that one of his special characteristics was an intense
hatred of all quarrels.

But there is a third indication of his character which is
more striking.-In his case alone we have none of that conflict
of-opinion among rival historians, giving the most opposite
views of character and motives, which has been alluded to as
so common throughout the history of this family. Even those
most bitterly biassed against the whole race of Medici have
nothing to say against Piero il Gottoso; he is the one solitary
head of this family throughout their whole history in whose
case this feature is absent.

Before considering his history it is. necessary to note
exactly what was the position to which on.his.father's death
he succeeded. One necessarily speaks of it as the rule over the
State, but that term is liable to mislead unless we bear in